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Don’t ever be afraid to be an instrument
of change. Don’t ever be afraid to stick your
neck out and fight for change. And don’t ever
be afraid to hold yourself up to the scrutiny
of life and say we want to represent the fu-
ture of America. You look around this room,
and you know you can do it. And when you
think about how you feel at your very best
in your work, you think about the best days
you ever have working with people that are
so different from you, you never imagined
you’d ever get to know them or work with
them, that’s the way America ought to be
every day. And that’s what we need to keep
working for.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. in the
Phoenix Room at the Hyatt Grand Regency Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to Andrew Stern,
president, Service Employees International
Union.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Mexico-United States
Convention for the Protection of
Migratory Birds and Game Mammals
and Documentation
September 15, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Protocol Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of the United Mexican
States Amending the Convention for the Pro-
tection of Migratory Birds and Game Mam-
mals, signed at Mexico City on May 5, 1997
(‘‘the Mexico Protocol’’). I transmit also, for
the information of the Senate, the report of
the Department of State with respect to the
Mexico Protocol.

In concert with a similar Protocol between
the Governments of the United States and
Canada, the Mexico Protocol represents a
considerable achievement for the United
States in conserving migratory birds and bal-
ancing the interests of conservationsts, sports
hunters, and indigenous people. The Proto-

col should further enhance the management
of and protection of this important resource
for the benefit of all users.

The Mexico Protocol is particularly impor-
tant because it will permit the full implemen-
tation of the Protocol Amending the 1916
Convention for the Protection of Migratory
Birds in Canada and the United States (‘‘the
Canada Protocol’’) that is pending before the
Senate at this time. The Canada Protocol is
an important agreement that addresses the
management of a spring/summer subsistence
hunt of waterfowl in communities in Alaska
and northern Canada. The Mexico Protocol
conforms the Canadian and Mexican migra-
tory bird conventions in a manner that will
permit a legal and regulated spring/summer
subsistence hunt in Canada and the United
States.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Protocol
and give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 15, 1997.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Trade in
Military Articles and Services

September 15, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 655 of the Foreign

Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (22
U.S.C. 2415), I transmit herewith the annual
report on U.S. exports of defense articles and
services, and on imports of military articles
to the United States.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.
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Proclamation 7021—50th
Anniversary of the National Security
Act of 1947
September 15, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The United States emerged from the cru-

cible of World War II to face a political and
military landscape changed forever by the
events of that conflict. The Soviet Union, a
vital ally during the war, was fast becoming
an actively hostile and dangerous opponent.
And, as the most economically and militarily
powerful nation on earth, the United States
bore the awesome responsibility of prevent-
ing the onset of another and even more de-
structive world war.

Recognizing these harsh new realities, and
wise in the hard lessons of recent history,
President Truman and America’s other civil-
ian and military leaders determined to create
the structures and programs that would guar-
antee our national security and promote last-
ing world peace. The result of their efforts
was the National Security Act of 1947. This
single historic piece of legislation created
four extraordinary institutions that continue
to serve America superbly a half-century
later: the Department of Defense, the Unit-
ed States Air Force, the Central Intelligence
Agency, and the National Security Council.

The complex task of coordinating the oper-
ations of ground, sea, and air forces during
World War II demonstrated the need for
unified direction of America’s Armed Forces
in the postwar world. The National Security
Act answered that need by establishing the
Department of Defense. Under the civilian
control of the Secretary of Defense, and for-
tified by the collective experience, knowl-
edge, and strategic guidance of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, the three military depart-
ments within the Department of Defense—
the Army, Navy, and Air Force—began to
work together as a powerful team to integrate
the operation and administration of all our
Nation’s Armed Forces.

Today, the Department of Defense has re-
alized in large measure the objectives stated
in the National Security Act. The Armed

Forces and the unified commands have
achieved a remarkable degree of integration
in organization and operations and remain
the best-trained, best-equipped, and best-
prepared fighting force in the world. Our
men and women in uniform stand ready to
preserve America’s freedom and protect our
national interests whenever and wherever
they are threatened.

The Second World War also proved the
critical importance of air power to the de-
fense of our Nation. With the creation of the
United States Air Force as an independent
armed service within the Department of De-
fense, the National Security Act helped to
ensure America’s mastery of the skies. In the
subsequent 50 years, the courage and dedica-
tion of the men and women of the United
States Air Force have been a constant source
of pride and reassurance to the American
people.

With equal devotion, the men and women
of the Central Intelligence Agency have en-
abled America to meet the challenges of
global leadership for the past half-century.
Providing ten Presidents and their adminis-
trations with the strategic intelligence to
make informed decisions vital to the security
of our Nation, these dedicated public serv-
ants helped America to fight and win the
Cold War. Today, in a world no longer bur-
dened by superpower confrontation, they re-
main vigilant in the face of more diffuse and
complex dangers: from aggression by rogue
states and terrorism to the spread of weapons
of mass destruction and international drug
trafficking.

In creating the National Security Council,
the National Security Act of 1947 provided
the President with an invaluable forum for
the consideration and coordination of domes-
tic, foreign, and military policies related to
America’s security. Supporting the President,
his Cabinet, and his other close advisors with
sound judgment, analysis, and advice, the
men and women of the National Security
Council can reflect with pride on five dec-
ades of unparalleled service to our Nation.
Through the East-West confrontations of the
Cold War to the threshold of the 21st cen-
tury, the National Security Council has
played a vital role in protecting our Nation’s

VerDate 22-AUG-97 07:34 Sep 24, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P38SE4.017 p38se4


